
Library Board 2022
Dawn Cutler (Vice-Chair)
Lenny Epstein
Marion Hughes
Ray Hobson
Devon A. Jones (Chair)
Bill McMahon
Kate MacNaughton
Alexander “Sandy” Murray
Jan Nightingale
Jessica Shiers
Barbara Sweet (CEO,
Secretary-Treasurer) 1



Special Grant Funding Received in 2022

My Main Street Community Activator Funding 
Bringing library service outdoors at the Bloomfield Branch 
Library. Programs made possible included an Indigenous Arts 
Series with Melanie Grey, a writer’s series with Andrew Binks, 
local history talks with Joanne Cournyea-Fralick, a presentation 
by Andrew McLuhan about the McLuhan Institute, a presentation 
about the study of flags with Rob Leek and more.   
Outdoor furniture and children’s toys further enhance the space.

IDA Ontario “Mini-Grant” to purchase decodable books.   
Decodable books are ideal for people with dyslexia.

Youth Accessibility Funding through the Government of Canada 
Creating a sensory room in the expanded Picton Branch with resources including rocking chairs,  
relaxing lights and sound machine and more. 

The Huff Family Fund, administered by the County Foundation, supported new technology for youth. 
The expanded Picton Branch Library will have Virtual Reality, 
gaming, and video recording technologies.

Sarah Badgley Literacy Fund for Rural Ontario Children to 
support the 1000 Books Before Kindergarten Program by 
adding early readers, picture books and prizes for children. 

The Writer’s Union through the Canada Council for the   
Arts allowed us to virtually host Maude Barlow in  
conversation about her book, “Still Hopeful”.

Thanks to the Friends of the Library: 
Ameliasburgh/Consecon, Milford and Wellington for your 
enthusiastic support of the Library & Archives.

1000 Books Before Kindergarten
Volunteer Nancy Puddy celebrates 
a reader in the 1000 Books Before 
Kindergarten program at the 
Ameliasburgh Branch.

Janet Kellough and Vicki Delany 
at the Bloomfield Branch Library

Strategic Plan

In 2022 the library board extended the existing strategic plan with 
the following goals:

#1.  Develop branches to accomodate community needs as they 
grow and change
#2. Lead Prince Edward County’s passion for reading, personal 
growth and learning
#3. Reduce barriers for access
#4. Foster an organizational culture of innovation Find the complete 

strategic plan at

peclibrary.org 2



#1 Develop branches to accommodate community needs as they grow and change
 One strategy to accomplish this goal is experimenting with new initiatives at each branch.

Ameliasburgh 
Innovative Writers-in-Residence from the Al Purdy A-Frame  
experimented with new ways to reach the community through 
innovative projects. The Friends of Ameliasburgh & Consecon 
Branches of the library celebrated the retirement of long-serv-
ing Friend Helen McLachlan by adding new books to the library 
collection.

Bloomfield 
With support from the Government of Canada through “My 
Main Street Community Activator Placemaking Programs”, a 
new outdoor space was created and special programs with 
guest speakers inspired and educated attendees. 

Consecon  
Thanks to a generous benefactor, the Consecon Branch Library 
added new, easy-to-move shelving. This makes it possible for 
the branch to host larger groups and events by moving the 
shelves. This is a great complement to the recently completed 
lobby reno which added an automatic door and refreshed the 
entire space. The Consecon Branch Library also served as an 
advanced polling location for the municipal election

Milford - The Milford Branch Library learned that there is an 
acrobatics class for children happening at the town hall,  and 
that families and caregivers needed a welcoming place to wait 
for their student.  The library began opening in the evening as 
a way of meeting community needs.

Picton - The Picton Branch Library expansion is well underway. 
This community-supported project is many years in the making 
and will provide countless new opportunities for services and 
programs.

Wellington - The Wellington Branch Library’s Dianne Cranshaw 
meeting room became the home for many of the groups who 
were displaced when the Picton Branch Library meeting room 
became unavailable due to the construction.  A popular ukulele 
class, led by William Tunbull, started many aspiring musicians 
on their uke journey.  Don Hinde and the Library Orchestra 
spent many hours practicing and are now ready to take book-
ings with proceeds supporting the library. The Friends of the 
Wellington Branch Library’s Canada Day and Pumpkinfest book 
sales returned to the appreciation of the community.

Bloomfield Branch Library
New chalkboard and TD Summer 
Reading Program Storywalk

Consecon Branch 
Library 
New mobile book-
shelves & restored 
foyer. The bell,  
originally in the 
church tower, is 
now on display.

Canada Day in Picton
The Library fundraising team sold 
refreshments at Picton’s Canada Day 
festivities at the Crystal Palace in 
support of the library expansion.
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#2 Lead PEC’s passion for reading, personal growth and learning
Women Killing It Crime Writers Festival and the Prince  
Edward County Authors Festival featured virtual and 
in-person talks with authors : Janet Kellough, Vicki Dela-
ny, Catherine Forgarty, SC Lalli, Lisa Unger,  Bryn Turnbull, 
Rosemary Sullivan, Michael Posner, Kim Thuy, Marissa 
Stapley, Robert Hough, Hannah Mary McKinnon
plus stand-alone author visits including Maude Barlow,
Linwood Barclay, Roz Bound, Dan Needles and Laurie White

1000 Books Before Kindergarten Program & the Impressive 
Reader Society encourage the earliest learners to celebrate 
reading.  The library received funds from IDA Ontario to add 
decodable readers (ideal for people with dyslexia), as well 
as from Sarah Badgley Literacy Fund for Rural Ontario 
Children for board books and early readers.

Women Killing It
Moderator Lynn Pickering in with Lisa 
Unger and SC Lalli. 
Sponsored by Vanessa Pandos.

#3 Reduce barriers for access
The library has committed to live-streaming or recording 
programs and talks when possible to increase participation.
The library applied for, and received, funds from the Youth 
Accessibility Fund to create a Sensory Room in the expand-
ed Picton Branch Library. This will create a safer space for 
people who need a quiet place to spend time. Home deliv-
ery in partnership with Community Care for Seniors helps 
ensure that no one is left without reading material.

4. Foster an organizational culture of innovation
Staff are encouraged to pursue training opportunities. The library is responsive to patron requests and 
regularly solicits feedback in the newspaper,social media and in person.

What’s Happening 
at the Library
Thanks to 99.3 
County FM for 
airing the biweekly 
program “What’s 
Happening at the 
Library?”

Now on TikTok!
In 2022 we 
launched a new 
TikTok Channel. 
Michele shares 
clever videos on 
TikTok to attract 
a new audience 
to the library
@peclibrary

Main Street Picton  
Artefacts
Construction at the Picton 
Branch Library unearthed 
many interesting jars, bot-
tles and even one jawbone! 
These items were loaned 
to the County Museums for 
their expertise in identifying 
and dating them.

IDA Ontario
Every branch of the library recieved new 
decodable readers and celebrated Read 
October in support of dyslexia awareness.

A New Children’s Room
In 2022, this temporary 
children’s room as well as 
two public washrooms and a 
temporary meeting room  
became the first portion 
of the expanded library to 
open.
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County of Prince Edward Archives

The Archives are located at the Wellington Branch 
Library.

Highlights of 2022:
•  Added to the existing Metcalfe Collection 
•  Provided resources for an exhibit at Camp Picton 
and received $1100 grant from Base 31 in thanks
•  Thank you to Wellington Rotary for $600 for 
software to make scanning historical documents 
possible
•  Participated in Flashback February with two  
virtual talks by Suzanne Pasternak and Historic 
Cooking on Macaulay’s Hearth with Nancy Woods

Visitors: 250
Requests: 299

Replica Tremaine Maps are available for 
purchase at the Archives as a fundraiser 
towards a new microfilm machine.
Contact (613) 399-2023 for details.

2022 By The Numbers
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Picton Branch Library Expansion Fundraising

Home Hardware Holiday Heroes!
Thanks to the Busscher Family and Picton Home  
Hardware for a December 2022 matching campaign!

Source of funds:

Thank you to Alexandra Bake and her tireless  
fundraising committee for their continued efforts in 
support of the Picton Branch Library expansion.

Construction is well under way. At the end of 2022, 
two small rooms in the expanded library as well as 
two public washrooms became available for use.  

The expanded library will open fully in 2023 to serve 
the community.  

Pictured: Adam Busscher, Alexandra Bake, 
Mark Busscher and Devon Jones.

The flex space on the lower level, will be an 
open room used for meetings, active  
programs and more. 
Pictured: a garage-style door will create an 
indoor-outdoor space for performances and 
other uses.

The children’s 
room will be an 
expanded,  
welcoming 
space with 
convenient 
washroom and 
accessible  
entrance.

The new area 
of the library is 
open, light-filled 
and modern.  
Pictured:  the 
door to the new 
balcony (inspired 
by the original 
design of the 
Picton Branch  
Library, which 
had a balcony).

6



Abram,	 Angie	
Adams, Anne & Paul	
Affleck, Jacob	
Algar, Jean	
Anonymous		
Aston, Janet & Ronald	
Bake, Alexandra	
Bakker, Sadie	
Baklinski, Krystina	
Base31 - PEC Partners	
Bay of Quinte Mutual		
Beardsley, Sandra	
Beggs, John & Sid	
Benton, Bryce & Mary	
Berg, Adrian	
Biasutti, Alida	
Bishop Smythe, Tim	
Blake, John	
Books & Co		
Bordman, Risa	
Boutilier, Bill	
Bowen, Pearl	
Broadbridge, Ronald & 
Susan	
Bronskill, Reg	
Brown, Douglas	
Brownbill, Ellen	
Burford, Kathy & Fred	
Burns, Kenneth	
The Busscher Family - Picton 
Home Hardware
Burrows, Michael	
Bye, Michael & Audrey	

Calgary Foundation		
Campney, Gayla	
Caravaggio, David & Louise	
Cassidy, Cliff	
Champage, Jim & Mary Lou	
Cockburn, Maisie	
Collins, Marjorie	
Cooper, Florence	
Cornett, Lawrence	
County Real Estate Co. 	
Cowan, Bill & Sally	
Crowe,  Tanis	
Curnock, Edward & McDonell, 
Lorna	
Daoust, Josephine	
deBoer, Jocelyn & Ken	
DeMille, Doris	
Dick, Gail	
Donville, Linda	
Dowswell, Jean	
Dreifelds, Mary	
Duinker, Ren	
Dunn, Maureen	
Durell,  Brian 	
Easton, Suzanne	
Easton, Loretta	
Edwards, Bill & Sandra	
Egan, Sheila	
Ellison,Patricia & Chris	
Etue, Elizabeth	
Falkner, Carole	
Fedor,	 Kim	
Filo, Katarina	

Foreman, Sandra	
Fort, Cynthia	
Fowler, Sue	
Fralick, Pamela	
Fraser,	Kenneth & Janet	
Fraser,	Marlene	
Fraser,	Pamela	
Frederick, Alan	
French, Liz	
Fricker, John & Marianne	
Friends of the Milford Branch 
Library (Ann Farwell Branch)	
Fuller, Karen	
Butler, Gail & Diez, Santiago	
Gale, Nancy	
Gates, 	Julie	
Gee, Estelle	
Gilbert, Jefferson	
Gorsline, Linda	
Gray, Cynthia	
Green,	Stan	
Gummo, Carolyn	
Gunsolus, Drew & Ann	
Haley, Maureen	
Hall, Peta	
Hamilton, Sheelagh	
Hann, Jennifer	
Harris, Irene	
Harrison, Siobhan	
Hawkins, David & Rowena	
Hicks, John	
Hicks,Elinor & Jack
Hierlihy, Deborah	
Hill, John & Jill	
Hill, Nancy	
Hoag, Patricia	
Holland, Marilyn	
Holowacz, Borys	
Hughes, Susan	
Hughes, Marion	
Hunt, Rena	
Huxley, Tim	
Huxley,  Anne	
Iannaci, Gisa & Tony	
Innes, Andrew	

2022 Picton Branch Library Expansion Donors

LOVE YOUR LIBRARY 
We thank everyone who has supported the Picton 
Branch Library expansion project including the many 
people who have given at the circulation desk, 
purchased a ticket to the 2023 Gala event 
(peclibrary.org/gala), or simply dropped into the
library to check out the construction project. 
This is truly a community effort and it would not be 
possible without you.
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Ippersiel, Martha	
Istead, Doris	
Jamieson-Doris, Jill	
Jenkins, Sean	
Jenkins, Pauline	
Jenkins, Marilyn & Marino, 
Ron	
Jenkinson, Gerry	
Johnson, Rob	
Jones,	Devon A	
Keefe-Cohen,	Sally 	
Kennelly, Barbara	
Kenny,  Paul	
Kinsella, Helen	
Kirkpatrick, Xenia	
Kirton,	Debbie	
Kraegle, Jeffrey	
Langwisch, Birgit	
Lauer	 Marilyn	
Lazier-Corbett	Mary	
Lewis, Dwight	
Lions Club of Prince Edward 
County	
Lloyd,	 Betty	
Lockwood, Sharon & David	
MacCallum, Marlene	
Malachowski,	Marianne	
Mann,	Nora	
Martin, M.E.	
Mason, Michael	
Mast, Peter and Nancy	
Matthews, Marjorie	
McCalla, Joan	
McConnell, Barbara	
McDonald, Katie	
McElrevey, Norman	
McFarland, Malcolm  
& Christine	
McIntosh, Carole	
McMaster Health Sciences	
Melo, Maria and Gil	
Michener, Leslie	
Millar, 	Fergus	
Mitchell, Eileen & James	
Moran,	 Paula	
Moran,	 Thomas	
Morris,	 Peter	
Morris, Helen	

Moss, Debra & William	
Mossman, Susanne	
Mowat, Don & Margaret	
Munday, Louise	
Murdoch-Brien, Barbara 
Jean	
Murphy, L Ann & Zalken, War-
ren	
Murray, Mary	
Nicholson, Bruce & Joanne	
Nightingale, Jan  	
Nikolaiczuk, Nick	
Ostrander, Carole	
Parks,	 Nancy & Gary	
Pennington, Emily	
Pesic, Predrag	
Picton Fire Fighters Assoc	
Politi, Vince & Kerry	
Potter,	Kathryn	
Prinzen Ford		
Quinnett, Janet	
Rashotte, Mark - Royal LePage 
ProAlliance Realty
Reader-Day, Janet	
Remillard, Marie Josee	
Rheaume, Diane	
Robins, Marilyn & Philip	
Roblin,  John & Nancy	
Rogers, Cameron	
Roodbol, Lynn	
Ross, Laurie	
Ruggles-Bolton, Janice	
Schueller, Johanna	
Serrano, Sam	
Sharpe, Ernie & Beverley	
Siminovitch, Eric	
Sinclair, Audrey	
Sloane, Evelyn	
Smith, Barbara & Howard	
Smith, Sally	
Squires, Sue	
Steele	Barbara	
Stillo, Oriella	
Surridge, Jennifer	
Sweet	 Barbara & Bill	
Tait, Anna	
Tayler, Larry & Stearman, 
Bill	

Thissen, Mechelina	
Thompson, Maxine	
Toews,  Joanne	
Toles, Gillian	
Tompkins, Marlene	
Townson, Maureen	
Tripple, Kyrene	
Tucker,  Mary	
Turco, Susan & Mario	
Turner, John & Daphne	
Vandenberg, Maria 	
Vanstittart, Vanessa	
Wakefield, Don	
Waldon, Robert	
Walmsley, Geralyn	
Walsh, Joyce	
Warr-Hunter, Brianna	
Waters, Mara	
Welch LLP		
Wettlaufer, Marilyn	
Williams, Becky	
Williams, Pat	
Williams, Robert & Helen	
Wilmart-Collard, Helene	
Wishart, Marian	
Wood, Myrna	
Woods, Mary	
Worsley, Thelma	
Wright, Margaret	
Wyatt, Barbara	
Zagrodney, Mark	
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