
County of Prince Edward Public Library & Archives

2020 annual 
report

LIBRARY BOARD
Councillor Bill McMahon
Councillor Kate MacNaughton
Dawn Cutler  (Vice Chair)
Lenny Epstein
Linda Donville
Ray Hobson
Marion Hughes
Devon A. Jones (Chair)
Alexander “Sandy” Murray (Chair of Finance)
Jan Nightingale
Barbara Sweet (CEO, Secretary-Treasurer)

peclibrary.org

.  .  .  . .  .  .  . 



curbside service online programs

2020: A Year in Review
2020 began with library participation in Flashback February, International Women’s Day, and 
more.  A full schedule of activities for March Break was planned.  In March, all library 
programs were cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The library was then closed by  
provincial order until July 17.   From July - December, limited hours with curbside service were 
available with regular consultation with Hastings Prince Edward Public Health.

9,692 items borrowed by 
mail and through curbside 
pickup 
17,104 ebooks and audio-
books borrowed
4,129 films streamed through 
Kanopy
302 language learning  
sessions - Mango Languages
Ancestry Library Edition 
made available remotely

ONLINE PROGRAMS
78 Storytimes & 16 Baby 
Rhyme Time Programs
15 Makerstations at Home 
36 Functional Fitness classes
14 Mindfulness & Meditation 
classes
Designating Your Heritage 
Home (Archives)
4 Library Jam videos

TECHNOLOGY
24 technology workshops
Conducted Edge 2.o Technology 
Services Audit 
Opened two virtual meeting 
rooms for the community and 
instructed people on their use
Applied for, and recieved, funds 
for easily sanitized technology
Implemented website chat

Author Talks and Interviews: Katherine Ashenburg, Alan Bradley, Jane Christmas, Shani 
Mootoo, Peter Blendell, and Shelagh Hurley, Vicki Delany, JD Carpenter, Andrew Binks
Spectral Musings Podcast creators Cheryl Bruce and Jennifer Sommer
• Discover YOUth Sessions, Learn Gothic Calligraphy with Tommy Ferris
• 2 Spanish classes a week with Cecilia Jost
• Participated in webinars with Southern Ontario Library Service and the Library Outreach 

Network
• Archives: 60 Research Requests, 100 wills digitized, 60 new database entries created
• First ever complete inventory of the library’s collection 
• Created the Bloomfield Research library to bring local research books together in one place
• Assessed collection for relevancy and condition

WHILE WE WERE CLOSED (March - July):

PARTNERSHIPS
• Partnered with Picton Kiwanis to share our programs on Eastlink cable TV
• Partnered with 99.3 County FM to present the County Reads on the radio
• Curious Goat offers library mugs for sale
• 555 Brewing Co fundraised for the purchase of books by BIPOC authors
• Prince Edward Learning Centre (presentation on using library service from home)
• Community Care for Seniors (using the library from home, using the Archives, and tech.)
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2020 by the 
numbers

INTERLIBRARY LOAN
2020:
Recieved: 2598
Shipped 1512
2019:
Recieved:  3797
Shipped 3054

NEW MEMBERS
2020: 587
2019: 872

CIRCULATION
2020: 173,560 
2019: 179,543

.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  

PROGRAMS
2020:
820 programs
13,069 attendees
2019:
1,119 programs
15,371 attendees

Author Conversations
We were delighted to chat with each of these authors in 2020.
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Young Writers

Cressy Lakeside Books and Tammy Noyes, 
Realtor at Century 21 Lanthorn sponsored a 
contest for young writers. Congratulations 
to Maggie Sager and Emily Taylor who were 
chosen by the judges, and thank you to all of 
the young writers who participated.
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Number of Visitors
2020 - 231
2019 - 663

Requests
2020 - 520
2019 - 365

Volunteer Hours
2020 - 315
2019 - 90

New Acquisitions
2020 - 40
2019 - 65

Will Digitization
500 wills (over 9,000 
pages) digitized

2020 presented a number of challenges and opportunities for 
Archives services.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Archives was closed to the  
public from March to July.  From July through December, 
visits were scheduled by appointment only with time reserved 
in between appointments for COVID-19 safety protocols.
Though in-person outreach was limited during 2020, social 
media outreach was increased to share postcards and other 
aspects of the County’s history with the community.
An at-home request service, launched in March, allowed 60 
researchers to make requests from home with copies provided 
by mail or electronically. For the first time, the Ancestry Library 
Edition was made available for patrons to use from home. 
Archives staff created a video instruction guide and assisted 
people in the use of this service.

2020 Highlights
• Shared a postcard from our collection for weekly  

“Throwback Thursday” posts on social media
• Posted a photograph and accompanying question so pa-

trons could share their oral history memories
• Invited patrons to ask us questions on Instagram for an Ask 

the Archivist day
• Created an online tutorial to show patrons how to use the 

library version of Ancestry
•  Via Zoom, we conversed with homeowner Braydon Scully 

and PEHAC member Liz Driver about the Historic Designa-
tion process followed by Q and A session with event attend-
ees

• Created a Historic Designation blog post about the Zoom 
event with additional content from homeowner Debby Cer-
mak

• Through the sale of replica Tremaine Maps, and with the 
assistance of patron donations, the Archives were able to 
purchase a much needed microfilm scanner in May 2020.

Participated in Events:
• Arranged for David More to speak at the Historical Society’s 

Barley Days event at Parson’s Brewery
• Invited Ph.D. student Katherine Viscardis to speak about 

“The History and Legacy of the Huronia Regional Centre” as 
part of Flashback February

Congratulations to 
Linda Mathews who 
celebrated her 40th 

anniversary as an 
employee of the

Library and Archives in 
2020!

Linda has worked at 
every branch of the 

library over the years, 
and is currently  

working in the Archives 
scanning delicate wills 

and other papers to 
protect them for future 

generations. 

Thank you Linda for 
your long and faithful 

service!

40 years!



The Archives was founded on October 25, 
1983 under the authority of Bylaw 1568 which 
established the mandate and activities of the 
Archives.

Until 2010, the Archives was operated by  
Historical Society volunteers through the 
summer months at the old jail in Picton.
In 2009, the Historical Society officially gifted 
the collection, formerly on deposit, to the Ar-
chives. It was in that same year that the Histor-
ical Society approached the library to take over 
the Archives and in 2010 it became official.

On February 14, 2010 the last of the Archival 
records were moved out of the jail and into 
the current facility at the Wellington Branch 
Library. The Archives were in operation year-
round and a full-time staff member was   
employed to run the research facility.

The relationship between the Archives and the 
Historical Society has been ongoing.
The Historical Society has provided assistance 
and partnerships in applying for grants, 
working on projects, special events and 
outreach activities. This has included the Dia-
mond Jubilee and Fibre Fest, where the
Archives was able to assist the Historical 
Society in planning, research and promotion.

The Historical Society provides the Archives 
with the HODGE Grant which contributes to 
the operation of the facility. When a question 
about Prince Edward County’s history arises, 
the Historical Society will forward research 
requests to the Archives. The Archives arrang-
es guest speaking events, hosts class visits, 
and works closely with schools, allowing peo-
ple to experience history through documents,  
manuscripts, and other visual aids. 
 
 
 

 

The Archives makes the Historical Society’s 
books available for sale, and copies of these 
books are also available for sale at the  
Bloomfield Booktique at the Bloomfield 
Branch Library, which attracts locals and tour-
ists alike.

By advocating for the Archives, the Historical 
Society supports and works within its Mission 
Statement of, “stimulating and encourage 
interest within the community in the study of 
history and Heritage of Prince Edward County, 
encourage and foster awareness in children 
and youth through education, preserving exist-
ing documents, and in cooperating with related 
organizations.”
In 2012 the Historical Society updated the 
 constitution and worked towards creating a 
cohesive brand.
Through this partnership, the County of Prince 
Edward Public Library & Archives and Prince 
Edward Historical Society have been able to 
serve researchers, assist students and not 
only make history available but come alive.

2020 marks the 10 year anniversary of 
the Archives at it’s current location at 
the Wellington Branch of the County 
of Prince Edward Public Library.

Prince Edward County Archives and the
 Prince Edward County Historical Society : partners in 

protecting, preserving and sharing the County’s history

Ten Years!



Adams, Paul & Anne
Affleck, Jacob
Aitken, Iain
Algar, Jean
Allen, Heather
Anderson, Peter & 
Joanna
Anderson, Wendy
Anderson, Leah
Armitage, Kevin
Armstrong, Terry B.
Arnold, Liz & Terry
Aston, Ron & Janet
Bake, Alexandra
Bakker, Sadie
Banks,Susan
Barnes, Carolyn
Bateman,Marjorie
Beiles, Brian
Berlin, Joyce & Horst
Bethell, Vivian
Blake, John
Boardley, Samantha
Books & Company
Boos, Denise
Bordman, Risa

Bowen, Pearl
Boyd, Glenda
Braj, Bettina
Branscombe, Ken
Brett, Mary
Brownbill, Ellen
Browne, Larry
BMO Nesbitt Burns c/o 
Peter Finnegan
Burn, David
Burns, Kenneth
Butler, Gail D. &
Diez Santiago 
Cain, Jane
Campney, Gayla
Cartwright, Mark
Castle, Liza
Chomyn, Iehor
Christie, Robert J. 
Ciotola, Ron
City Revival 
Cobham-Garand, Fay
Coker, Joanne  & Randy
Cooper, Krysten
Cooper, Shawn S.
Cornett, Lawrence

ConPsych 
Investments Inc c/o
Dr. Xenia Kirkpatrick
Cowan, Elizabeth
Crombie, Elizabeth A.
Crowe, Tanis
Curnock, Edward T. & 
Lorna McDonell 
Davies, Colin & Alice
Davis, Heather A.
Dean, Marilyn 
& Mack Shortt 
Dearden, Marilyn M. 
deBoer, Jocelyn
Delany, Vicki
DiBattista, Traci
Dowds, Sandra
Dowswell, Jean 
Drago, A.L.
Duinker, Michiel & Ren
Dunn, Maureen
Durell, Brian
Durnford, David
Dury, Leonard A.
Eden, Brian
Edwards, William & 
Sandra
Ellison, Patricia & Chris
Evangelista, Carmela
Farmer, Patricia
Filo, Katarina
Fowler, Susan
Fraser, Marlene
Fuller, Karen
Gallagher, Marianne
Gates, Julie
Gee, Estelle
Georgian Bay Granola  
Company
c/o Sheila Hannon
Gilbert, Jefferson & 
Alison
Goostrey, Yvonne A.
Goostrey, Roy & Paul
Goranson, Sandra
Gorsline, Linda
Grainge, Verina
Grant, Susan
Green, Colleen
Guttman, Henny
Haigh, Kim
Hallward, Margaret

Hampton, Richard & 
Sheila
Hawkins, David &
Rowena
Hazell, June
Hebert, Ann
Hellyer, Brenda J.
Helm, Glenn & Dianne
Herrington, John
Hicks, Ronald & 
Nancy
Hicks, Elinor & R. Jack
Hill, Jill R.
Hilson, David & Louise
Hilton, Diana Dawn
Hoag, Patricia
Holmes, Norma
Holowacz, Borys
Holt, Barbara A.
Hone, William
Hornsby, Pat
Hoy, Cynthia
Huff, Frank O.
Hughes, Marion
Hughes, Susan
Hunt, Rena E.,
Huxley, Timothy
Iannaci, Gisa
Inrig, Elaine
Ippersiel, Martha
Istead, Doris
Jankov, Robert
Jessup, Catherine
Johnson, Rob & Nancy
Johnston, Darlene
Jones, Devon
Jones, Elizabeth Ann
Jordan, Barbara J.
Karlo, Freda
Keays, Ron
Kelly, Laurie
Kelly, Colleen
Kennelly, Barbara J.
Kent, Judy
Kimmel, Jill
Kinch, Janine
Kinsella, Helen
Kinsmen Club of  
Picton
Konkin, Daryl & Kate
Lake, Sharon
Lane, Wendy

Thank You!
Thank you to everyone who contributed 
to the Picton Branch Library Expansion in 
2020.  There are many other anonymous 
donors including those who have given 
generously at donation jars.  

The COVID-19 pandemic has underscored 
the limitations of the Picton Branch Library 
building including the insufficient 
washrooms and crowded areas. These will 
all be remedied through the expansion and 
renovation, leading to a safer building that is 
welcoming to all. 

In fall 2020, Prince Edward County Council 
approved the project tender and in 2021,  
construction will begin on this exciting 
project!  
Find the latest at loveyourlibrary.ca



Lauer, Marilyn P.
Lavender, Scott D.
Law, Al
Lazenby, Jeff
Lazier-Corbett, Mary
LeBlanc, Wendy
LeBlanc, Sarah
Lee, Cindy
Legge, Rob
Lemon, Heather
Lesslie, Jane
Lester, AW Frederick   
& Sharlene M. 
Haggarty 
Lewchuk, Shirley
Lewis, D. Dwight
Leyland, Steven
Line, Richard S.
Logan, Valencia
Loyalist Lofts c/o Julia 
Latendorf
Lunn, Alec & Robin
Lyon, Catherine & 
Deborah Hierlihy 
MacKay, David
MacNaughton, Kate
Mad Dog Gallery
Malachowski, Marianne
Mann, Nora
Mann, Philip
Mason, Michael
Mast, Peter & Nancy
Martin, Margaret
Mather, Myrna
Matthews, Marjorie
Matthews, Louise
May, Robin  & Lorna 
Holborn-May 
McCaldon, Bethany
McCalla, Joan
McCann, Barry
McElrevey, Norman G.  
& Beatrice A.
McGowran, Carolyn
McLean, G.K.
McNulty, Wayne
McQuillan, Mary 
Louise
Melo, Gil & Maria
Michener, Leslie
Millar, Fergus
Miller, Aaron W.
Mitchell, Virginia

Morissette, Pauline
Morris, Helen
Moss, Debra & William
Munroe, Allison
Murray, Mary Ellen
Murray, Annabel
Nelson, Laura
Neville, Barbara
Nikolaiczuk, Nick
Norris, Jack
Noxon, Pamela
Owens, Beverly
Palmer, Angela
Palmer, Karen
Pandos, Vanessa
Parks, Ross
Payne, Peggy
Peter & Sonya Koch 
Foundation
Penny’s Pantry
Phillips, Patrick
Picton Dental Centre
Picton Firefighters
Picton United Church
Pierson, Suzanne
Pinilla, Vicente & Valerie
Prince Edward County 
Master Gardeners
Prince Edward  
District Women’s 
Institute
Prince Edward Radio 
Club
Radbourne, Mary
Rainville, Pierre & Peggy
Ralley, Karen
Reader Day, Janet
Reed, Marian
Reid, Lindsay
Renoy, Frances L.
Rheaume, Diane M. A.
Richardson, Gail &
Larry E.
Richardson, Krista
Robins, Philip
Rodney, Patricia
Ross, Laurie
Ross, Kirstie
Rotary Club of Picton
Ruggles-Bolton, 
Janice 
Sanders, Marianne
Sarjeant, Barrie

Schmidt, Anne
Schneider, Millicent
Sciberas Linda
Scott, Lee-Ann
Scully, Braydon and 
Dawn Ayer 
Seeger, Mike
Self, Donald A.
Shannon, Mary  
Catherine
Shantz, Linda
Shantz, Whitney
Shortt, Tracy
Sinclair, Mary
Skratt, Joseph & 
Shirley
Sloane, Doug & 
Evelyn
Smith, Brent
Smith, Rosemary & 
Victor
Smith, Margaret & 
Wm. Murray
Smith, Michael 
& Pauline
Smith, Nick
Sprissler, Marilyn & 
Martin
Squires, Susan
Stacey, Carl R.
Stagg, Pamela
Stauble, Heather &
Tony Goulem 
Steacy, Linda
Stearman, Bill
Steenburgh, Dorothy
Stefan, Gunter & 
Sharon
Stene, Sheila
Stevens, Nancy J.
Stillo, Oriella & Santo
Strachan, Angela
Stuckey, Patricia
Sutton, David
Sweet, Barbara
Szabo, Sylvia
Tayler, Larry
The Huff Family
Theoret, Judy
Thompson, Jane & John
Thompson, Charlie & 
Cathy
Thompson, Jane 

Toews, Joanne
Tomlinson, Gisela
Townson, Maureen 
Townson, Lorna
Tripple, Kyrene
Turner, James
Turner, Daphne
Vader, Gavin
Vader,  Neil & Barb and 
family
VanBastelaar, Judith
Vandenberg, Maria A.
Vansittart, Vanessa
Varley, Michael &
Valerie L. Russell 
Wake, Kato
Wakefield, Don E.
Wakefield, David
Walsh, Joyce E.
Wardrop, Jennifer & 
Bob Casper 
Wattam, Lois & Phillip
Wemekamp, Griete
White, Debbie
White, Julie &
Ross McGregor 
Whiteley, Carolyn
Williams, Becky
Williams, Deirdre
Wills, Molly & Michael
Wilmart-Collard,  
Helene &  Bill
Wood, Myrna
Woods, Nancy H. & 
Richard L.
Woods, Mary M.
Worden-Hawker, 
Rosanna M.
Worsley, Thelma A.
Wyatt, Colin H. & 
Barbara
Yarrow, Morris & Cecile
Zylstra, Liz

Thank you to the 
many volunteers, 
individuals and 
groups who have 
contributed to 
other library 
programs and 
services in 2020.


